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cury to earth, with. Shame and Justice; and when he doubted how he should bestow them, and whether they should be distributed, as the arts had been, this to one, and that to another, or equally divided among the whole kind; Jove approved the latter, and commanded, that if any did not receive his share of that bounty, he should be extirpated from the face of the earth, as the pest and destruction of his fellow-creatures.
This then, continues Protagoras, is, the cause why the Athenians, and other nations, in debates, which turn on. the several arts, attend only to the advice of the skilful; but give ear in matters of government, which are founded on ideas of common justice and probity, to every citizen indifferently among them : and that this is the common opinion of all men, may hence appear. If a person totally ignorant of musick should fancy himself an admirable performer, the world would either laugh or be angry, and his friends would reprimand or treat him as a madman : but if a man should have candour and plain-dealing enough to profess himself a villain and ignorant of common justice, what in the other case would have been counted modesty, the
NOTES.
P. 339. Hpos S/co7raz/.] The son of Creon and Echecratia, of Cranon in Thessaly, a citizen of great riches and power, and a principal patron of Simonides, who repaid him with immortality. See also Theocritus Idyll. 16. v. 36. IloXXot de S/toTraSGUcw, &c. Here is also a large fragment of one of the odes of Simonides to him.
340.   Getct rts ewai TraXca.]    Perhaps, Keta rts.
341.   Kat ovftajuws Keiop,]    Dacicr corrects this to